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Q & A: Round 2 

Q: If state policy context is crucial for community energy, how do we influence policy? 

Obviously FIT was key to the solar project. How do we sell grassroots innovation as 

something to support, when bureaucrats are looking at large scale solutions? 

Well really, I am interested in how you convince a policy community that you can build on 

grassroots innovations? There tends to be a culture in the policy community that it’s the private 

sector and the state that are going to drive policy. I just get this feeling- with electrical success, 

(solar panels was driven by feed-in-tariff), that we need to be influencing national policy levels. 

What is your approach for this? We have an opening to press for policy that seeks grassroots 

innovations. 

A (Pat Conaty): You have to influence policy to move from reactive to receptive. Who buys 

into that policy? I would have liked to have thought that this policy here, CLTs would have 

already been bought into by national government, but that hasn’t happened yet. It happened in 

Wales.  

Fifteen months ago, when we set up a national task force for cooperative housing and land trusts, 

the UK government was not interest. On the other hand, once labor came in, they became very 

interested in access to finance for small business- set up and allocated 40 million pounds to drive 

policy. This has changed a couple of years ago- the national government of conservative and 

liberal democrats is not interested in community land trusts. The policy has become frozen over.  

Under labor there was interest in community energy solutions and feed-in-tariff. They are 

interested in offshore rather than small scale, they want to know that green energy where it 

happens is what energy companies are driving rather than community ownership- this is a long, 

hard slog really.  

Furthermore, the academics have not engaged by in-large in this policy debate.  The University 

of Salford is really on its own: we need something like BALTA that begins to build partnerships 

between NGOs, sectors, public social partnership framework. There is no currency for public 

social partnerships at the moment 

Q: Is the lack of interest a cause by ideology? Or is it the influence of vested interests? 

A (Pat Conaty): The ideas are foreign and you have to educate people with respect to these 

opportunities.  
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A (Robin Murray): on the ideological point, there are two elements: 

One is the neo-liberal element- in the case of this coalition, there is undercurrent, they like this 

idea but they have done absolutely nothing in the overall policy. I think this links into something 

shared by free marketeers and by officials. The centralization, the fact that we are too small, that 

this is just peripheral. In addition to this, we have not only had an increased centralization within 

the spheres of government and cuts, therefore the scopes for local authorities to do this. They are 

so heavily (a) controlled and (b) cut that their scope for doing this has been restricted 

The example of solar, the treasury people cut it in half, this cost outrage amongst private people 

and public people.  

A (Pat): The argument for cooperative economics is recommended through partnerships, 

decentralization and democratization of economics. We need to build this with academia, with 

intelligence. We can begin to mobilize the kind of intellectual power that we need to persuade 

political parties for this type of development. The intellectual high ground is critical  

 


